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Satére’s my wearen; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargaes, sharpers, and directors.—Porr. 


STATE OF THE COUNTRY, 








The resuit of every enquiry as to the late disturbances, con- 
vinces us the zeal of some too ardent friends of reform, has 
been called into a display of hostilitv, which no reason could 
support, by the prompting of some parties, who are themselves 
secure from the punishment of their fiend-like conduct. The 
conmnotiors have been entirely produced by wmisrepresentations. 
This marks the origin of the movements. Places of rendez- 
vous have been appointed, where the parties stimulated to act, 
have been told that thousands were ready to meet them! This 
deception could not have been practised by any man honest to 
his comrades, however zealous even for an open rebellion. 
Those who gave out such reports knew they were unfounded ; 
and they must a'so have known that when discovered to be 
untrue, those who had taken up arms on the faith of them, 
would abandon aa enterprise, evidently too desperate, to pro- 
mise any chance of success. A report was published, that al/ 
liuddersfield, Barnesley, Leeds, Wakefield, and the neighbour- 
ing towns were about to rise. The places of assemblage were 


named ; and the few who were deceived by the statements, 
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and led by their wishes, found themselves t 
indeed, were the comparative mimber of those who appeared 
in arms:—and it has been rendered guiie evident, that the 
whele arrangement for insurrection, was conceived upon the 
most untenable grounds. Of the character of the parties who 
obeyed the invisible call, we cannot give a better illustration 
than is afforded by the reply of one taken prisoner, in the mi- 
nisterial phrase, near Tinddersheld. Te carried a knapsack, 
and being asked what it contained, said, “© Whiy, it was not ny 
iitention to reb nought from any man; and so EF have got 
some bread, some te 


, a bit of soap, a towel, and a pan to 
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Such sincerity of heart, 
and henesty of intention, displayed at such a supposed crisis, 
oucht to shame into silence all the slanderers of reform. The 
man deserves a c!vic crown, instcad of the treatment whielr he 
will doubtiess receive. Most of the alarm has been created 
by the iovat authorities, in ther eagerness to call out the yeo- 
ymanry, aud uulitary; for whom there has not been the shadow 
of any employment. But they had an opportunity of prancing 
their horses, brandishing their swerds, and looking very con- 
spicuousty ridiculous. In all the iastances to which our ac- 
counts refer, we fund the result invariably the same. Some de- 
ception induced a few to arm, and they threw away their arms 
on discovering that their expectations of support were not well 
grounded, They relinquished the project from the evident 
niadequacy of the means, to the end to be accomplished. When 
the real stale of affairs was evident, the intention was aban- 
doued., No military were wanted to point out to them that 
they couid not succeed.—In Scotland, one slight skirmish took 
place ; and at Greenock the jai! was broken into, and five priso- 
ners released, in consequence of a dispute between the populace 
and a division of the yeomanry, sufficiently foolish to fire upon 
the people. ‘Thus, with some sentences of imprisonment upon 
some twenty who have been taken, will end the present “ insur 
rection!” But sowill not terminate the dispute between the refor- 
nersand the borou ghmongers, It begins now te be confessed that 
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Radicalism cannoé be eradicated, taat it gains grouid— that it 
ts deeply seated in the hearts of the people. The young wit 
imbibe it with their earhest habits. Tt will ** crow with their 
growth, aud strenthen with their strength.” Ultimately, it 
must prevail, because it is fuunded on the only durable basis. 
Canning confesses it is * the only intelligible plan of reform ;” 
and admits that the Reformers, instead of being the ijnorani, 
and impotent race he has abused as such so tong, are as Wise In 
their generation, as any moderate and antt-reformer of us all!’ 
This is something gained from the fears of an adversary ; and 
we have a right to presume that a/l Ais feers are not so pub- 
licly expressed. HTaif of his alarm he would naturally keep to 
himself; and if he is twice as frightened as he appears to be, he 
will ere long abandon his post, in despair. A degree of very 
extraordinary liberality appears about him. He will “ not 
quarrel with the man who prefers a republic!” and ke admits 
that “a pure democracy may be a good thing, existing by 
itself!” = ifany body would offer him double wages, he might 
see annual parliaments with eyes as favorable, and advocate 
the ballot, and universal sufvage! ifhe were worth gaiaing to 
our cause, we should not despair hoping for a change of the 
weather-cock ; but we have no wish to fix the vane. 
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EXPECTATIONS FROM MR. WHITBREAD— HINTS TO MR. 
ELLICE. 

ivery day brings some new accession, of numbers or princi- 
ple to the cause of sadical reform. Westminster and Middle- 
sex aie now represented by reformess; and it is with pleasure 
we publish the declaration of Mr. Whitbread, oa this point. 
We did not notice the progress of the election; for we did not 
know whether the county would be a guiner by the exchange— 
an msipid whig is quite as useles@, as a determined lory is mis- 


Aicvous sand «o diseusted are we at the shuffling of the out 
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party, upon all really important questions, that we cared littl 


about the chance of adding another to the parade of the; 


ranks, With no assurance of “the regnnent” being either able 
or Willing to fight our battles. It is true, we wished for, and 
contributed all we could, to the conquest of Myr. Whitbread 
but it was rather to punis nis opponent, than to reward him, 
for he is young and politicaiy unknown. If we mistake not, 
however, Mr. Whitbread understands his duty better than most 
of the advocates of reform in the Hlouse of Commens: and 
tere isa candour ebout him, which Teads us to trust that he 
will perform it in a manner equal to his sense of what it should 
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between doubtful opsions. Tie has no reservations. He speaks 
out, and may be uaderstood. Ile is the first member of par- 
liament who has ever avewed his sense of the real nature of’re- 

presentation. Our best friends have a little sei-importance 
about them. ‘Dhey wish to be unfedicred—to have much leit 
to their honer, and so forth. But Myr. Whitbread bas honestly 
deciared that he considered himself as the representative, nat 

merely of the persons, but the opivions of the electors of Mid- 
diesex. At the ae on Monday, to celebrate his election, 
he declared, “there were many persens in parliament, who 
assumed to themselves a character of independener, but who 
were independent of nothing, save their constituents? He de- 
clared, ihe only thing he was determined not to be indepen- 
dent of, was the sense of the electors of Middlesex /” This is 
what a representative should say: and it is upon this principle 
he should act. Another peculiarity at this dinner, was the speech 
of the Rev. Dr. Draper, who was received ith LOUD AP- 
PLAUSE, mM af declaration, “that the only true definition of 
liberty, was UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.” ‘This “ ohimerical, 
wild, visionary, and impracticable idea, has taken fast rove, Mi 
the garden of the metropolis, and will continue to spreé ad witht 
encereasing rapidity. hr. Tobheuse was present at this 
dinner, and Mr. Exnurerc. Of the former gentleman we 
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tion. But if that expectation could receive any draw- 
back it would be from = kis companionship with Mr. 
ENice, who, really, dves not yet seem to have found 
out what suit ef politics it would be safe to wear, 
Without candour to express his own opinions, and without 
courage to any definite ones, from otker parties, he endeavours 
to held a middle way between right and wrong—to be a sort of 
amphibious political go-between, not quite so bad as to be 
turned out of a popular assembly, nor good enough to defend 
popular politics when they are attacked m an unpopular one. 
Hoe has always some unmeaning phrase at hand, when he is 
compelled to speak, such as this, at the dinner in question, 
‘‘ he would pledge himself to support ane: reform to 
the extent that Ae (hought beneficial to the country!” Canning, 

Castlereagh, Sidmouth, all say the same. They wil support it 
as far as they thind: it beneficial to ure country; and, in reality, 


~ 


they might support it as far as Mr. Ellice. This gentle- 


*- 


man has “ not yet been convinced of the capedeeney of the 
dectrine of universal suffrage!’ What a pity! Does he 
prefer the expediency of bludgeons, rufians, stabbers, drunken 
rieters, and the other machinery of his lite election for Coventry ? 
"This gentleman seems as deficient in the spirit of friendsiip, as 
in political candcur. He was the person at whose heuse Mr: 
oe louse Was given aie custody. ie was the person who 
viodved Kimsei Chat Mr. Hobhouse was the author, ana thus pres 
wall Mr. Hobhouse from being called to the bar of the honours 
able assembly, which he might have electrified with a defence of 
his position, that i was not respect which induced the people to 
be patient under snch a representation ! oe Mr. Ellice much 
more night be said; and unless he takes a more decided part 
In politics, much more will be said. These are not times for 
any prevarication, iu these who pretend to arrange themselves 
on the popular side of the question. All who are not for uss 
ere agatns? us. We will have no neutrals. [na geod cause, 
ione should be idle, or indifferent. In a bad one, none ought 
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about the chance of adding another to the parade of thei 


aa 


ranks, with no assurance of “the regiment” being either able 
er Willing to fight our battles. It is true, we wished for, and 
contribuied all we could, to the conquest of Mr. Whitbread ; 


but it was rather to punish is opponent, than to reward him, 


for he is young and politically unknown. If we mistake not, 


however, Mr. Whitbread understands his duty better than most 
of the advocates of reform in the House of Commens: and 
there isa candour ebout him, which tends us to trust that lie 

will perform it in a manner equal to his sense of what it should 
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von. But if that expectation could receive any draw- 
back it would be from his companionship with Mr. 
Ellice, who, really, dues not yet seem to have found 
out what sult ef politics it would be safe to wear. 
Wishout candour to express his own opinions, and without 
courage to any definite ones, from other parties, he endeavours 
to heid a middle way between right and wrong—to be a sort ef 
amphibious political go-between, not quite so bad as to be 
turned out of a popular assembly, nor good enough to defend 
popular politics when they are attacked in an unpopular one. 


He has always some unmeaning phrase at hand, when he is 


compelled to speak, such as this, at the dinner in question, 


‘he would pledge himself to suppert par:amentary ieee to 
the extent that Ae éhonght beneficial to the country!” Canning, 
Castlereagh, Sidmouth, all say the same. ‘They wil support it 
as far as they think: it beneficial to ihe country; and, in reality, 
they might onppert it as far as Mr. Ellice. This gentle- 
man has “ not yet been convinced of the expedieney of the 
doctrine of universal suffrage!’ What a pity! Does he 
prefer the expediency of bludgeons, rufians, stabbers, drunken 
rioters, and the other machinery of his late election for Coventry ? 
"Phis gentleman seems as deficient in the spirit of friendslip, as 
in poiltical candour. He was the person at whose house Mrz 
‘fobhouse was inet hae custody. ile was the person who 
fodved Kimseif that Mr. Hobhouse was the author, ane thus pres 
vented Mr. Hobhouse from being calied to the bar of the honour 
able assenubly, which he might have electrified with a defence of 
his position, that it was not respect which induced the people to 
be patient under snelia representation! Of Mr. Ellice muck 
more night be said; and unless he takes a more decided part 
in politics, much more will be said. These are not times for 
any prevazication, in these who pretend to arrange themselves 
on the popular side of the question. All who are not for uss 
ere agains’ us. We will have no neutrals. Ina good cause, 
none should be idie, cr indifferent. In a bad cone, none ought 
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more than enemies; and they are besides more dangerous, 
And all verging to such characters should be severely con- 
demacd. The read sentiments of every public character, on 
the question of reform, ouwrht to be known. We ask no man 
to take up this theory, or that; but thet he should be bold 


enoug!: tu utter, what his conviction induces him to prefer. 
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TRIAL OF THISTLEWOOD AND HIS ASSOCIATES. 
IMPORTANT VIEW OF THE DUTY OF JURORS. 





“Give the devil his due,” is an old proverb, and but a fair 
one; though his Satannic Majesty would have more than his 
net would hold, were it Lterally falfiiled in our dav. What a 
surplus Gf lawyers, and bonzes, and statesmen, and spies, and 
informers, must he, of sad necessity, leave behind! The par- 
ties How on their trial for high treason, are surely entitled to 
as much impartiality as the o/d serpent, but we do not see they 
are very likely to obtain all the indulgence to which they might 
fay claim. The Lord Chief Justice has prolbited the publi- 
cation of the proceediogs, until they are concluded. Now, 
we humbly conceive, he is not entitled to do this, and that it 
is a violation of the spirit of the law, and most injurious to thie 
prisoners, and the general administration of justice. It is con- 
trary to the spirit of the law, because the courts are supposed 
by the law, to be open to the public, that the public may hear 
all the proceedings. But the courts are not open, in fact, if 
the proceedings are withheld from the public. ‘The public can 
only know what passes from the public papers; and every per- 
son has a right io publish what he hears in a Court of Justice, 
without any controul from the Judges. Such an order renders 
the Court @ secret inquisition, It favours the introduction 
of false evidence, and the subornation of witnesses. A scour. 
del might give evidence, under such protection, which a thou- 
saud witnesses might contradict, if they knew it had been given ; 
and no man can be safe, if sucl a practice should generally 


prevail, Whe right to restrain the publication of the procee@- 








THE BLACK DWARF, a i 


ings would also enable the party possessing it, if he pleased, to 
close the doors of the Court, or to try in his own parlour: 
We cannot conceive any case, where such concealment of the 
proceedings, for it is nothing else, can benefit those who wish 
only for an impartial administration of the law. The pretence 
is, that the Jury shall not be prejudiced. That would be a 
better reason for prolibiting all mention of a circumstance be- 
fore trial, but certainly net during trial, when tov much can- 
not be said upon either side of the question. Or it night ap- 
ply to the prolibtiion of the publication of any circumstances 
which did not oceur in Court. But what miscitef could pos- 
sibly ensiie to the course of public justice, did the Jury read 
over a report of what hed taken place the preceding day, 
Would it injure Gem, to refresh and strengthen their menio- 
ries? Would it prejudice them, to remind them of jaels? 
Would it render them unable to give a fair judgment, by afford. 
ing them the means of judging move accurately ? for it will 
not be contended that a Juryman can be expected to take for 
himself notes of the proceedings in the admirable style in 
Which they would be afforded by the truly able and respect- 
able reporters of the public press? A Juryman called upon 
to decide on the great question ef dife or death, ought to see 
the case in all the poimts of view in which it can be placed, 
Every thing is useful te him, that helps him even to suggest a 
differer.t bearing. Heavy, indeed, is the responsibility of tha 

Suror, who is negligent of his duty, and careless of what he ties 
sworn, “to well and truly try, and just celivera: 
upon such awful occasions. Yo guilty prisoners, o ma- 
lignant persecutors, publicity is dangerous, because 
licity leads to truth, which would be as fatal 


just persecution, as to positive guilt. But 
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judge has uo 
right to consider what will benefit: or injure the prisoners, or 
the prosecutors. His daty is to do justice to the PUBLIC: 
nd that cannot be done by concealing the proceedings, In 
this case, the prosecution is principaliy supported by accomplt- 
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shelter afforded by the prohibition of publishing what they 
shall swear, who will say to what lengths they mzy be tempted 
to proceed. It is ridiculous to say all will be published after- 
wards, Such voluminous proceedings can only be given fairly 
and fully as they occur. ‘They must be afterwards abridved 
toa mere shadow of what tock place; and if they should be 
published entire, they wou'd fall comparatively into few hands! 
‘They would never be examined, and sifted, and commented 
upon, as if the detail had been progressive. Besides the pub- 
lic interest in the proceedings ceases, when the resudt ts known. 
A thousand mischiefs, and not one advantage to the public 
must ensue from this mode of closing the Goors of our courts; 
and we are surprised to find sach mandates given by an English 
Judge, 

That foul play is intended, or could take place, we do not 
pretecd to suppose. Buta r these individual capiices ought to 
he avoided. Parlour exdininations, and judgments in private 
rooms, are only different modes in which this principle appears. 
It is abhorrent to our ideas of the requisite candour of a court; 
and we felt it a duty to call upon the Lord Chief Justice to 

ze rescind his order, 

‘here is one point of view im which the trial by jury ought 
io be placed, which does uot occur to all jurors. Et is often 
asserted, that the minorily ought to submit to the majority, 
while the rcverse ts actually the case, and the majority are 
bound in all cases to submit to the minority. ‘The principle of 
the law is, that ¢wel/ve men shall have no doubt of the guilt 
of the party acensed, when a verdict of guilty is fouad. 
lf only efeten are so convinced, however satisfied they 
inay be, a verdict of guilty could not be returned, without 
the perjury of all! While one man entertains a doubt 
which cannot be removed Ly the others, the verdict must be 
not guilty. A single individual eannct be called upon to 
sacrifice his donbt, and agree to 2a verdict of guilty, because 
the others are so agreed, without perjury : ~ the law requires 
thar feerdve meu shalibe agreed in the guilt, before the verdict 
of guilty is pronounced. ' But the law duce not say that the 
twelve shall be agreed as to the dnnocence of the party to found 

a veidict of not guilty. Phere inno perjury of the eleven men 
Who agree lina L verdict oi net guilty, — though they believe 


tne iy arty actual! v gully 5 for the trae demands the agreement of 
all tor a verdict of condemnation ; and tt demands a a verdict of 
eccurttal Wiicle t ey do Rot SQ GOree. ‘Lh 1s 18 a — whic h 


eaunot be too attentively ae sidered, by those who are placed 
as Jurors, upon the fives of their teliow: nde 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 
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THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON METAMORPHOSED INTO A 
GOLD STICK. 


It is impossible, thou friend of my youth, to be a cynie, or 
a misanthrope in England, There is so much of the ludicrous, 
snixed up with the sombre here, that Heraclitus, the crying 
philosopher, would have burst out into many a fit of involun- 
tary laughter, if he had resided in this realm of whimsey. Thou 
hast heard of the Duke of Wellington. . Though not popular, 
nor of much reputation as a skilful general, the name of this 
child of fortunate chances, has been bandied about suiciently 
to give ita general notoriety! The ladder by which he has 
mounted from plebeian obscurity, to kaighthood, and from 
knighthood to the peerage, and a coronet, as “‘ my Lord Duke !” 
thou art acquainted with; and of the splended reward, of not 
much short of a mellion sterling, 
siding at the cutting and maiming of the crippled wretclies, 


which he received for pre- 


who sing ballads about the stroets, or are licensed to beg, with 
a gratification of some eightpence or tenpence a day, for hav- 
ing raised his Dukeship into opulence at the expence of thetr 
limbs and their blood. What was wanting to complete the 
honor and the happiness of the noble Duke? Put on thy puz- 
zling cap, and endeavour to find out, what a man could want, 
who wasa Duke, at a good round salary, a General, with ano- 
ther salary, a Colonel with a third, and. a Master-General of 
the Ordnance, with a fourth; besides a large sum voted for a 
mansion and estate. One might think he had got enough— 
quite as much as he deserved to have-~and more than he had 
earned! Wouldst thou believe that a general, a soldier, a co- 
loncl,a master of ordnance, a duke, could have ambition fer 
quiy title in addition, besides that of MAN? Yet seit is. The 
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* Picased wita this bauble stil, as that before, 


Tul tired be sleeps, and life’s poor play ts o'er” 


The Duke of Weilizgton, my frien¢, has been actually ¢é¢. 
rated intoa stick! Not a mere. stick---nel a common pecled 
wand in the hand of a brat from the wursery---not a four-foot 
bludgeon, such as in a fit of inspiration appeared to the alarmed 
vision of swearing Hulton, at Manchester---not a tailor’s yard- 
stick--nor a linendraper’s measure--not astick of sealing-wax, or 
Jiquerice-root---not a queer stick, like your crabbed old fellows, 
who have more wit than appears in their countenances.---Into 
none of these has the great duke been metamorphosed. — but 
into a genteel stick—a royal stick---a GOLD stick! Who 
would not reverence a monarchy, in which such admiradle, 
such raltonal, such glorious titles, are to be obtained. His 
Grace the Duke of Wellington, the conqueror of Buonaparte, 
as he calls himself, Master of the Orduance, Field Marshal of 
the empire, and gold slick! The “ mighty monarch of the 
brass-handled sword,” was rational to this; and the freaks of 
the Hottentotish Indians, who confer Aonor upon one another 
by anointing the bead with urine, are hept in countenance by 
the sober follies of an English court, in the enlightened days of 
the nincteenth century. ‘Phat such titles should he an objeet 
of contention with the page sand boyrsh striplings of a court, 
would be in charecter. ‘The waiting men and matd servants of 
royaity night make ita worthy object of dispute amongst them, 
who should carry a King’s walking-stick, or his bed-gown, or 
his sippers, er his water-bason, or bis looking-glass. Triflers 
might eentend for trifles; and the syécendour of the court pro- 
pery sustamed by ifs understrappers. But for those who pre- 
tend to creatness, to degrade themselves, or to be thus degrs- 
decd, is too much for the gravity of niy risible muscles. 

There is another sad d:awback upon this clevation. Its 
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asiick, though it were even a golden stck;, but the Duke is 
only a third gold-stick. Thererretwo gol’-sticks who hold 
precedence of the hero of Waterloo! The conquerer of Na- 
poleon, walking after a couple of gold-sticks, and prond of 
being athird! “ Take physic pomp!” indeed. Thou must be 
sick at this! It is a violation of all the unities, as gross, as if 
Brutus were to cry matches on the stage, and Moll Flagon drink 
to intoxication in a stage coach. It has been whispered to me, 
that it must be a mistake that the great personage in question 
is only to receive an additional sum of money for being called a 
gold-stick' that he does not seem either to be, or to carry, suck 
a stick, but that the title is only a peg upon which an encreased 
salary is to be suspended! This would be a proofof the eptret 
of amighty chieftain, of a high-minded soidier, which I should 
be ashamed to think possible! I would rather see a mind weak 
enough to carry a gold-stick, and think it honour; than a spint 
mean enough to accept wages for an office it must contemn.— 
iTuman greatness, is a very little thing, if it depends on gold- 
sticks, blue-ribbands, red garters, and tinsel-stars :—and it 1s 
still Zess, when it robs littleness to support its fancied splendour, 
and takes the food from the distressed, to hang idle ornaments 
about its unmeaning frame. Ah! my friend! It is indeed for- 
tunate for the great that so few of the little are philosophers | 
or the tenure of their superiority would be frail iadeed. 
Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





AN OFFICIAL VOCABULARY, 


CoMPILED FROM Mr. CANNING’s LIVERPOOL SPEECH, 
VERY USEFUL TO ALL TRADERS TO THE COAST OF 
DOWNING STREET. 


A right honourable—A man who has taken a large por- 
tion out of the public purse, for no services whatever. A re- 
gular place-hunter, when not a place-holder. An intriguer 
against his fellow minister, iu the meanest possible mauner, 
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ducilist! A depreciator of his colleagues ability, A begear 
to that same colleaz zue, by whose favéur, he became an am- 
bassadorv, without an embassy, and a receiver of some thou- 

cands of the public money, for the mockery of appearing in a 
sham public capacity. ‘The offs pring of the lowest rank in so- 
ciety, and thie abuser of the “ lower “orders.” 


ioral disease /—A hatred of corruption, a love of freedoms 
and an attachment to the cause of reform. 

A vemedy.~—-What makes the patient worse. See the state 
of Scotland, after the five draughts of Canning and his col- 
leagues. 

A representative—A thing sent into parltament, by men 


who have no votes, buying the votes of timid or mercenary 
dependents. 


Constituents.—Men who have no votes, and buy them ef the 
aforesaid timid, or mercenary slaves. 

Responsible adviser of the Crown.—A fellow who can give 
what advice he pleases, but who generally gives bad, without 
any responsibility at ail, 

Reviled Const ttution.—The system of seat-selling, and slave- 
buying—of public plunder, and individual insult. 


Contact with the great body of the Communily. — Never 


meeting at all, but through ihe misrepresentation of interested 
knaves, or b! oated fools. 


Service of the King--Abuse and plunder of the people, 
Service of the People.—Cutting their throats. 


To falsify a charge—To prove it completely, Vide the 
Manchester Massacre! 

Terror of 1819.—The reformers sabred without resisting, 
and massacre defended in the House of Commons! 


Safety of 1820.—Scotland in arms against the system, and 
other places threatening to take up arins. 


Relicious and nieatl principles.—Pensions, Tythes and 
Easter offerings ! 
Apprehension and dismay.-—Oppression and 45} iustice. 


Doctrines hostile to the very existence of Par- 
fiament. Common 
Doctrines, calculated to exciie hatred, con- sense. 
tempt, and open force. 


Bills to restore order.—Measures that have produced rebel- 
ion ! 


All that is venerable in monare hy —-Deprivation of reasou, 
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Cause of pulling down mischief —The death of the King. 
Cunsummates production of literary art!—The late bungling 
and useless gagging Dbiils! 


Unlawful meetings /—Such as had been necessary in for- 
mer reigns, and dangerous to villainy in this. 


Precedent against reform meetings!—The danger of a reli | 
gious mob, under Lord George Gordon! 


Admission of a gencral right.—A denial of it, im every in- 
stance, where it is attempted to be exercised. 


Right lo vi guicl in a house.—A richt to go and disturb the 
A ha J Fan) _ 
quiet of every one in the streets. Vide AMlanchesicr Alassacre. 


Right to carry on a manufactory.—A right to shoot out of 
the windows atthe multitude! 7déd, 


A right to be protected against terror.—A right to sabre, 
and hack, and new, and trample e upon these w ho are fiighten- 
ing any one, by behaving peaceably ! 


Private justice.—The plunderers deciding against the plun- 
dered, 


Public expediency.—To remedy complaiiut by stabbing, 
shooting, or starvation, 


The peaceable and industrious. —The Manchester magis- 


trates and Yeomanry, 
The turbulent and mischievous.—The men, women, and 


children, cut down unresisting, aad flying, on the 16th of Au- 
gust. 


Tumuilt.---A peaceable meeting. 


An orderly mceting.—A troop of drunken yeomanry, stab- 
bing, and firing at random. 


What might have been /--Any thing that contd not take 
place. 


Lawful authoritym—Any thing enacted by an assembly, 
the property of exe hundred end “tefty four individuals / 


Respectable community.—The drones who live on the honey 
of the ‘public hive, and starve the working bees. 


Power of the — of Commons.—-I{s dependence upon the 
minister of the day. 


Reason against reform.—That it was always as requisite as 
it is now, 


Blessings of the monarchy. —Gooi places, large salaries, 
and no employnient, 





#tl& THE BLACK DWARF. 


A flourishing country.—-One exhausted by debt, tythes 
povr-rates, taxation, pauperism, and proflivate expenditure. 


Purity unaitainable.--Therefore not to be éudeavoured at, 


Natural current of human xalure.—-A direction of the 
faculties towari!s the treasury. 


Part of the whole constitution.— Mr. Canning’s place. 





-_ 


MR. PRESTON TO LORD VISCOUNT SIDMOUTH, 
ON THE LAW GF TREASON. 


cee 


Tothilt-fields Prison, March 20, 1820. 

My Lord, 

Since it has been your lordship’s pleasure to drag 
me from obscurity, and force me to appear in so important a 
eharacter on the political stage, [should be guilty of ingran- 
tude were I to deay your lordships’ merits, a3 the immortalizer 
of my name. As the traveller who picks up from some desert 
wild, a beanteous, but unknown flower, and by his accidental 
aiscovery improves the pages of science, and benefits his kind ; © 
<0 have you plucked from obscurity one who might else have 
Jived unnoticed, and died unknown. IJ have therefore, to thank 
you even for calling me traitor, and placing me on tral, where 
wy life was staked against your spies. I weuld, therefore, call 
you my friend; but unfortunately for your portion of my 
friendship, [ cannot forget your patronage of your friend 
Casties, your agent and spy, when you was informed of bis 
robbing me of my property, 2s well as aiming at my life. But 
the purpose of this letter is neither to flatter, nor to complan 
of your lordship; but simply to give you a lesson of which you 
seem very much in want, relative to the law of treason. Of 
this law, you must be entirely ignorat, or you would not, a 
secund time, have arrested me on a second charge of that erime 
without a chance of convicting me:-—-me, who am no more 3 
traitor than yourself, nor, in mine own opinion, half so much. 
cannot avoid laugtiing at your weakness. The country will 
vonclude, you are under the influence of a disordered 
imagination ; and if your friends wish to do you a real service, 
they would chtain a commission of funacy against you, and 
put your office into better keeping. If lam oncharitable in this 
supposition, whicd it is not my wish to be, | must suppose that 
the blood-money gentlemen have found out your weak part, or 
that the Crown lawyers have misied your judgment. For my 
own part, L think the latter animals as daugerous as the former ; 
and that both ave to be considered as artificial tygers, who 
wouk!as soon bring vour lordship to the block as Me, ia the 
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way of Suseness, aud ior a proportionate reward ; for they 
would deubtless think a conviction of so great a man, wouk at 
be a greater beneit to the state, than that. ‘of so very humble 
an individual as myself. If, uny lord, you dare «¢neounter 
thelr anver, to tr: v the accuracy of mv onim ions, Only Wwilhhold 
for a little while their poriion ef the fond chats «ou 
the vitels of the poor, amd you will Med ge giscii ea 
periions sittiation i 42 lam now in: for what wesld be Ler 
Sidmouth, witheut his office - and his flatterers ? 


{faving been so much inist: men on the law ef (reason, you 


¢ " 
Mm 64°” 


will probably be glad to know what itis, and i will inform 
you, out of compassion fo your weakness, and credulity. 
Blackstone plainly asserts, tut “fie meopl? have leratizd 
rights, and all invasions of those rights on the part of their 
governors, are acts of treason; and that such governors should 
m justice be brought to the bar, and pa: nished ‘as traitors.” 
Does your lordship know any zavaders ot these rights of the 
reople ? if net, ask lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, where 
they are to be found! Blackstene further adds, that * when 
oppressors will impudently invade the rights of the people, t ke 
people} in that case are called upou to resist oppressors? and 
still mere, “that resistance to eppression 18 obedience to God!” 
When he speaks of the constitution founded by Alfred the 
Cireat, who intended his subjects to be as free as thelr own 
thoughts, Blackstoue remarks, that “ to keep the constitution 
in a thrifty state a great or general council of the realm hath 
been held time immemorial, for the purpose of preventing 
state-delinguents, (your lordship knows who they are) from 
cominitling acts offensive to the people. ‘This was the species 
of treason against which our constitution, (not yours, my 
lord !) was solicitous to provide. 

Judge Foster, echoes the sentiments of Blackstone, con- 
firning the doctrine that the people have a right to dischar ge 

their rulers for misconduct, as all power originates with, Bi 
belongs to the peonle :— —and wien rulers act against the inte- 
rests, and oppose the will of the nation, they ought to be dealt 
with as the most dangerous traitors. 

Lord i: ale, au Uris hat a | honest judge, and a great legal 

authority, is of the same opinion. He says, that “ levying war 
against corrunt members of society, or men that will endianeas 
at the injury of the cons iéulion, Is NOY TREASON; but the 
revying War against the king, and that di mast y the people 
have appo: inted to rate these rea tiuas, 7s treason of the blackest 
die.’ 

To prove me guilty of treason, you must prove that to con- 
demn the unprincipled i invasion of the people's rights, is trea- 
son :—that a love of treedom, is treason :—that an ardent at- 
jachment to my country, is treason:—that a determined resis- 
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tance to oppresston, is treason! All this may be treason in your 
disordered imagination ; but you will hardly find twelve men in 
London who will deem it so. [ have no enmity towards the 
throne; but to the great political blue-bottle flies that surround 
it, as closely and as offensively as the natural blue-bottles do at 
butchers shambles in the dog-days. 

I will not cail your lordship traitor; but consider you as an 
illustrious madinan for your behaviour towards me; while I 
assure your lordship, that the treasons I have committed, I 
shall continue to commit on all occasions, while a drop of 
blood flows through my veins, and I am enabled to raise my 
voice against the infringements on our constitution, which are 
su continually mace, Liberty is the darling Cleopatra of my 
soul; and [ shali never cease to wish restored to its original 
beauty and purity, the temple which our Anglo-saxon forefathers 
built and dedicated to its service. 

That your lordship should have mistaken my patriotism for 
treason, is not so much to be wondered at, when you have 
mistaken your own treasons for patriotism : ; nor as you hold 
the laws in your own hand, is it a matter of swprize that I 
should be your prisoner, perhaps your martyr, while you hold 
the seals of office, and are called most noble’ But, failing all 
retribution here, theresa Is A process issued against you, in the 
court of Eternity, by Time, in which your official authority 
will avail you nothing, and where I shall appear on equal terms 
with your “Jordly self! When we have shuffled off this mortal 

coil, the most neble lord Sidmouth will be of no more impor- 
tance than the meanest slave, and then justice may be obtained 
for the injuries sustained at your hands, 
sy THOMAS PRESTON. 





MERCILESS EXECUTION. 
Mr. Editor, 

Among the victims immolated last week at the 
shrine of the Bank Moloch, was a well-educated young man, 
of respectable family, whose father has grown grey in the ser- 
vice of that government from which, on this occasion, he could 
not obtain mercy for his son. The unfortunate youth offered 
to picad guilty to the minor offence, but the Threadneedle 
Street administrators of the law would not allow the indul- 
gence, by exercising their prescriptive right of compounding 
fel ony. He then, | as a last hope of mercy, pleaded guilty to 
the capital charge, but was disappointed, and adds one more 
to the innumerable banquets of the paper-winged cormorant. 
With all proper reverence for King, Lords, and Commons, is it 
seditious to wish the overthrow of that fourth estate in the 
Constiiution, the Executing Directors? NoMILIUS, 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XIIt 
——— 


“ My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Op Pray. 





104. Itis wisdom in him that sits at the helm of a settled 
state, to demean himself toward his subjects at all times so 
that upon any evil accident they may be ready to serve his occa- 
sioa. He that is gracious only at the approach of a danger, 
will be in danger when he expects deliverance.— Francis 
Quarle's, Euchiridion, 1646. 

105. King James the 2d in his distresses, 1688, addressed 
himself to the Earl of Bedford, (the father of that true patriot, 
and martyr to the liberties of his country, Lord William Rus- 
sell, —‘ My Lord! you are an honest man, have great credit, 
and can do me signal service.’ § Alsir!’ (replied the Earl) ‘TI am 
old and feeble; [can do you but little service: I once had 
a sgn that could have assisted vou, but he is no more.” James 
was so struck with this reply, that he could not speak for some 
minutes.—Orrery and Rapin, quoted inthe Introduction to 
Letters of Lady Rachel Russell, 1773. 


.: er 


106. Eighteen years since I used to walk by the New Ex- 
change-gate, where stood an overgrown porter with his gown 
and staff, which gave him a semblance of authority. It was 
his business to regulate the coachmen before the entrance, and 
he would make nothing of lifting a coachman off his box, beat- 
ing lim, and then throwing him into his box again. I have 
several tines looked up at this tall mastering fellow, and put 
the case :—‘ Suppose this conqueror should take me up under 
‘his arm like a gizzard and run away with me, am I his sub- 
‘ject? No,’ thought I, ‘J am my owr man, and not his; and 
‘having thus invaded me, if I could not otherwise rescue myself 
‘from him, I would smite him under the fitth rib? From that 
time I have had a clear idea of a conquest.—Rev. Samuel 
Jehnson. Remarks on the Pasteral Letter, 1689. 





107. Good learning (as well as fravel) is a great antidote 
agaist the plague of tyranny. The books that are left us of 
the ancients, (from whence as from fountains, we draw all that 
we ate now masters of,) are full of doctrines, sentences and ex- 
amples, exhorting to the conservation or recovery of the public 


liberty. The heroes there celebrated are for the most part 
VoL. Tl, No. 15, 
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such as had «destroyed or expelled tyrants; and though Brutus 

be declaimed against by modem “schoolboys, he was they 
esteemed the true paitern and model of exact virtue: such wag 
Cato of Utica, with ethers of like stamp. The more any one js 
conversant with good books, the more shall be tind the prac~ 
tives of these real nen in this particular, founded upon rea- 
son, justice, and truth, and unanimously approved of by most 
of the succeeding wise men which the world has produced,— 


Lord Molesworth, Preface to an Account of Denmark, 
1604, 


ro owe 


108. The premises from first to last considered, that doc- 
trine which prerocativeth hings above the stroke of human jus- 
tice, by reason of their being unaccountable to men for whiat- 
soever they de, (which the part hament taketh Pony bg their 
declaration of Mareh 17, 1648, to have been the late king's 
assertion,) appears to be very extvavagant, and ousdtiioa to al 
principles both of reason ¢ nd religion, uch an unaccountable 
officer, (as the said declaration wel! expresseth it,) were a strange 
monster to be permitted by mankind? For it the main around 
for erecting administrations and courts of human judicature, 
in ail politics and states whatever, be both in reason and veli- 
gion, to succour and protect those who live justly and peaceably, 
against the violence and minstice of oppressors and unjust men, 
it must needs be conivary unto both, to exempt such persons 
from the jurisdiction of these courts and administrations, as 
have aiways the greatest opportunities end temptations, and for 
the most purt, the strongest bent of disposition and will, to 


practice such unrighteousness and oppression.—Johu G oodwin, 
The obstructors of fustice, 1649. 


i inettecemen anil 


109, The design and object of Jaws is to ascertain what is 
just, honourable, apa expedient; and when that is discovered, 
itis proclaimed as a general ordinance, equal and impartial to 
all. This is the origin of law, which tor various reasons, all 
are under an pai to obey, bat especially, beeanse all law is 
the invention and cift of heaven, the sentinient of wise men, the 
correction of every offence, and the Keneral couipact of the 
state; to live in conformity with which is the duty uf every in- 
dividual j In society.---. De: nosthenes, Ast Oration against Aris- 
togiton, translated by Christian. 


--~—_ 


110. If God wil judge men as thev cre accountable, eat ts, 
Yational creatures, Thode veel (vs hether they hit or miss of 
truth) will be in exact proportion to ihe use th ey make of ther 
reason : and consequently no opinien cap be a sin, but sur want 
of ap impartial examination; and according as that has beer 
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more or less omitted, so one is More or less accountable.-- Dr, 
Tyndal. Reasons against restraining Uke Press, 1704, 

111. The Established Church of England can only be const- 
dered 28 a a political institution—the cdesien of i is to celebrate 
at certa’n times religious worship, and to instruct the people in 
certain doctrines laid down by Act of Parliament. Whether the 
instruction communicated is sulted to the present times, and 
whether the expence attending it is proportioned to the benefits 
the subject derives from it, are questions of political inquiry, 
The farmer and landholder complain, that tithes are a grievous 
oppression, that industry is cramped thereby, and our Jands 
depriy ed of their proper culture. Divines, say they, laid a claim 
in former ages to the produce of our fields, in consequence of 
a reaulation for very different ane ewe li} : distant region, and 
they not only persuaded our Legistature to adopt it, but have 
exacted the odious tax Ina manner unknow n to the favoured 
people of God, ‘The customs of Judaea are no rule for this 
country, and consequently it Is no argument against our pre- 
sent mode of paving the clergy, that we have deviated widely 
from the M« osaicul ins: ‘itution. We are interested only in the 
inquiry, Whether a certain body of men should depend on go- 
vernment or the peopie for its subsistence, or, by possessing a 
considerable stake in the landed property, be in a great mea- 
sure rendered independent of both. ‘The question has on every 
side its difRculties, Supposing the clercy to be, like the army 
ornavy, under the executive power, there is a dar ger, iN our 
complicated form of government, lest the regal part shoudl 
absorb that of the other two bodies ;—for ten thousand men in 
biack, wader the direction of an individual, are a far more for- 
midable bo dy than ten thousand tines thet number in arms, 
and more like ly to prov duce the greatest in} jury to civil society.— 
William irend, M.A. Peace and Union, &e. 1793. 





112. Pat the old artilices soon cume into play. Of the like 
stones Ure ingthie construction of that tower of Babel, (demo- 
lished jaiely by the Relormation,) another has been built :— 
from those very chains which cost so much to break, have been 
forced others—but, indeed, on a diterentanvil. The Papo- 
Cwsaria was an abhorrence :—and what has been done? Why, 
the word is inverted, and a Cxsaro-Papia has been imposed, 
The invidious honor of framing laws and compulsory oaths to 
enforce religion,—the nature of f whic his perfe ct freedom,—was 
left to princes aud sovereigns, ona i a that induced 
by this concession, they would the more > zealously espouse and 
sup oe a seformation: yet thee very moiives, views and reasons, 
which buta little before had been rejected as erroneous, unjus- 


tifable, aud pernicious, were now imposed as just, necessary. 
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amd beneficial, Even Luther himself at length came to be for 
retaining the oath in religion; he apprehended that the aunual 
changes at magistrates in the imperial cities, and the variable 
views of the princes, might impede the course of the Reforma- 
tion. Calvin, too entertained the like apprehensions ;—and 
tlie cath was Judged to be a good fence against such accidents, 
Thus mea, with all their endowments, however great, are al- 
ways men; and their weakness, perhaps, never more betrays 
itself, than when they are blending human policy with religion. 
—Rev. — Herport, of Berne. “An Essay on Trutis of Im- 
portance to the Happiness of Mankind. 1766. 

113. When I sce a grave reverend doctor proudly urging upon 
his hearers the divine right of episcopacy, (which is just of as 
much importance to mankind as the divine right of geography,) 
I see presently into the heart of the man, and would lay any 
wager that he has a burning zeal to succeed St. Peter in the 
divine revenue and lordship of some human diocese ; or else 
courts some bishop with great zeal for his lordship’s niece, or a 
fat benefice, And I caunot but own, that a Christian zeal for 
£1000 or even £200 a year, or even for a wife gifted with a 
good apostolic fortune, is a very commendable and very pre- 

vailing sort of zeal; but I cannot see that it equally afiects the 
whole congregation. Pray, of what moment ts it to a harmless 
well-meaning flock of sheep, whether their shepherd is called 
pastor or overseer ?—or whether he has £20 a year wages, or 
twenty times as much ?—or whether he is hired by the whole 
village, or only by the chief man of the village ?—or whether 
he wears a plain hat, or a high-crowned cap?—or whether he 
wears linen or woollen? But it is of great moment to them, 
whether he feeds them or starves them; whether he defends 
or plunders them ; whether he utterly neglects them himself, or 
only leaves them to the care and comm: and of his dog; whether 
he seeks their safety and happiness, or only their flesh and their 
fleeces.---Thomas Gordon. Inde pendent W hig. 1720, 

114. Certainly the interest ofa king is the union of the peo- 
ple ; and whosvever hath told him otherwise, (as the scripture 
saith of the devil,) was a seducer from the first. If there had 
been one prince in the whole world, who made felicity in this 
life, and left a fair fame after death, without the love of:his 
subjects,---there were some color to despise it. There was not 
among all our princes a greater courter of the people than 
Richard the Third, not so much out of fear as out of wisdom ; 
and shall the worst of kings have striven for that, and shail 
not the best? It is an angelical thing to gain love.--Copy ef 2 
Letter found in the Privy- Lodging's at Whitehall Printed 
1641, 
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POLITICAL JUDGES. 


CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN AND MR. SERJBANT MARSHALL—INQUISI- 
TORIAL TRIAL OF SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY- 


—— TT 


We have been frequently called on to hold up to the censure of 
our readers, the beings who render the bench of justice subser- 
vient to party politics, and lend themselves to the persecution of 
political opinions. Garrow first sounded the war-whoop at Croy- 
don; and he has been imitated by many of his brethren, in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. But, like humble imitators, they had 
fallen of the short ferocity of his example, until the present can« 
didate for ministerial applause, perked forth his ears to catch the 
welcome sound of promotion. /Varren is Chief Justice of Chester ; 
and has ratted too recently to preside with deceney on such an oce 
casion, but a man must not halt, who is driven by the present 
ministry. But the bench was resigned to Mr. Justice Marshall, for 
the preliminary charge, that the party might have the advantage of 
a couple of performers, In the charge of this man to the Grand 
Jury, we find all the canf and sophistry which would disgrace a 
cause, not before lost to all accumulation of shame. The cause he 
serves is not to be degraded lower than itis sunk aiready :—but it 
is useful to hold up to the public, men who insult it so grossly, in 
as gross an altemptto impose upon its credulity. His political ser- 
mon to the grand jury, was a mean attempt to influence the feelings 
of the prejudiced boobies whom he was addressing, against the 
friends of Reform, by misrepresenting their objects, and slan- 
dering, by inuendo, those who have been the most active in 
the public cause. He repeated the stale falschood, that reform 
meant revolution, aud talked about the blessings of our glorious 
constitution, with all the ease of aman quite satisfied with his 
own share of the cood things it afforded, an. quite indifferent about 
the misery of others. He talked about the Zalance of the constt- 
tution, as if il yet remained. The constitution once gone, said 
the learned judge, is gone for ever!—a deception, and a false- 
hood in a breath, we trust—for he insinuates fhat it is not gone, 
while it is;—and that when /osf, it cannot be recovered—a position 
which we disbelieve :—as we cannot adopt his cowardly and mean 
idea :—that ‘after the best blood in the country shall have been 
shed, the struggle will end in the servitude of this once free and 
happy country, under a military despotism.”—A military des- 
potism would not last ere a month, if it were established even by 
the desperate adventurers of acourt. It is not a military des- 
potism we dread. Soldiers have lately become as fond of freedom as 
cvlizens, Look at Spain for an example, where the intended 
tools of a despot bave frightened him into common setse. 

Serjeant Marshall next eulogized the House of Commons, and 
asked, if any measure proposed was not fairly discussed there? Did 
he think any body in Cheshire foolish enough to be ignorant, 
that the discussions there have no influence on the decisions; and 
that all the mock debates might as well be spared, and the minis- 
terial majority counted without them? Nest he tells his gaping 
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Wupes, that jime has added new bulwarks to British iberty ; meanine. 

doubtless, the vew Bastiles that have beeu erected to confire 

it ins and agai, that we owe all onr prosperity to the constite:- 
tion :—viz. the prosperity of a debt that will never be discharzed 

—1 panperisin universally spreading amongst us—and an, inierease 

of crimes, caused by unnecessary and enormoustaxation! Thisjs 

alibel, Mr. Justice. We owe nothing of these to the constitu. 

tion; buttothe ‘*vagubonds” who have destroyed it!) ‘The Judge 

will not object to the word ** vagabouds,” ag itis hisown. He hag 
borrowed this Billingszate term, to apply to the speakers in favour 
of reform whom he calls ** vagabondorato7s!” Why not * Vazabond 
judges,” as well?) Mr. Justice Marshall would probably have said 
* téinerant orators,’ in the parhamentary purase ; tor there is some 
yeatihity in parliamentary abuse, which a vulgar fellow on the benc! 

sight condescend toiniitate; but he recollected that he was him- 
seli.an ** itinerant,” not orator, but babbler, in too barefaced a 
manner, to be licensed in this mode of abuse. A more appro- 
priate term, he bad not wit enough to invent, buii his education, 
qualified him for picking up a more abusive phrase. He hit upoa 
that of §6 vagavend,” forgetting that it was as applicable to him- 
self; asa strolling pediar of damazed legal opinions. Ignorance is 
inexcusable in men who presume to sit in judgment upon ethers. 
What then are we to think of judge Marshall’s assertion—“ that 
the law of England abhors ibe assembiage of great multitudes of 
people together, under any pretence!” This is giving the hie direct 
to Mr. Justice Bailey, who said, at York, that mumbers eid not 
create a leva! offence—that 60,000, or 100,000 men might meet 
legally, if no other ground of exception existed. Mr. Marshall 
however meant this — The ** Jaw of Hngland is the will of the minis- 
ters, and the ministers abbor the assemblage of great multitudes 
together, upon any preience whatever!” A man with such a per« 
ception of the Jew as this, may easily pass on with Mr. Marshall 
to anencomium on the magistrates of Manchester. Their beha. 
viour, he says, reflected the “highest honor’ upen them! This 
is candid. it has been demonstrated at the tribunals of the coun- 
Ary, that blood was shed without cause, and without necessity; 
and thisreflects high honor upon those who sanctioned the massacre ! 
Ht would have been unjust, after this, not to have praised the 
yeomanry, who shed the blood; and Mr. Justice Marshall insults 
his office and his hearers, by the following bloated panegyric upon 
the heartless cowards, who rushed upon an unolfending and ua- 
resisting multitude of women, children, and unarmed men :— 


** While lam upon this part of the subject, centlemen I should 
be wanting in my duty, standing in this place,—waaling lo my own 
teelings,—were 1 not to notice, with suitable commerdation, the 
gallant and high-spirited conduct of the gentlemen and yeomanry 
of the county of Chester upon the late occasion.—As soon a8 
they saw sedition raise its crest, and aim a blow al the vital prin- 
ciple of the constitution ilself, with high-minded indigaation al 
the insult offered to the Majesty of the British Empice, and, glow- 
mag with the warm virtues of loyally and patriotism, they flew to 
arms, and, under the king's authority, but, at their own charge, 
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they pul themselves into an attitude of man! s defsinee to the ene- 
mies of peace and order.”’ 


Thies detail is sufficiently degrading ; but whea this prejudiced 
eharge is considered as the prologue to the trial of Sit CHaRrreg 
Wousecey and Mr. Harrison, it ts infinitely more disgusting. 
his charge was immediately published. It was 2 sophistical de- 
fence of all the despotic measures of the administration; and an 
elaborate misrepresentation of the views of the reformers. It was 
safer to fulminate such slander through the medium of an address 
to the erand jury, than to utter such language in the presence of 
the men it was intended to destroy. Mr. Serjeant Marshall having 
played his part, Mr, Warren appeared on the stage, and uponjthe 
trial, his conduct was not a whit more: .wpartial. He played the 
part of bottle bolder to the Attorney-General of Chester; and 
was brave and honest enough toaim blows at the defendant him- 
self. [lis charge was a determinate effort to persuade the jury 
to fiud a verdict of guilty. Lustead of being- the protector of the 
uceused, which is the proper province of an English judge, he 
beeame a duplicate of his relentless persecutor. — He barbed 
every blunted arrow thrown by the Attorney-General,—and for- 
warded every dart which fell short of the Attorney-General’s 
intention. Sir Charles Wolseley ought to have protested against 
such a man presiding on such an occasions; and against any trial 
m Chester, after the prejudiced charge to the grand jury. This 
however will now form a sufficient ground for a new trial, 

iu the summing up the evidence, we find this chief-justice, 
committing @ series of the grossest blunders, and all tending ver 
snaterially to injure the defendants! Could this be the effect of 
any accident? He summed up from his notes!—from twrelter 
notes:—and granting him a natural propensity to blundering, 
would the blunders have been all acctdentally on the same side 
—all against the defendants—all in favor of the persecutors— 
ull in consonance with the prejudiced sophistry of his previous 
sbarye? It will require some faith to believe this. | 

fis first biunder was this:—** From the evidence of Thomas 
Welsh it appeared that Sir Charles Wolseley put on the cap of &- 
derty!” Mr. Parke appealed against this statement, as Thomas 
Weisiv had nut suid ony such thing. Mr. Justice Marshall then read 
his notes, which did mot bear that Sir Charles had put on the eap | 
This was only a wisTaKeE, we suppose! 

Secondly, some words of Harrison’s it was said by the jp 3, 
was received with * aeclamalions.” Tlarrison objected io thigy ag 
ihe witness had said it was received with “ derision!” Thesteu- 
mont from the '* ceclamations” was lost in the “ deris.on,” and the 
judge was petiish. ‘* it is not right,” said he, “ to interrupt me in 
ny siinming up, upon such riffing objections!” Indeed, good Mr. 
Justice! Did it want to suin up in its own way?) And was it right 
tv maxe such trifling errors. Judge Batkey acted in a more manly 


way, when he declared he wished to be set right, if he mistated 
any thing. 


Thirdly, on the expression attributed to Harrison, of * a pig 
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ora man being upon the throne,” his justiceship remarked thae 
** no witnesses had been called to contradict these words.” Nr. 
Parke replied, *‘ Lheg pardon, my lord, but witnesses were called, 
who contradicted those words!’ ‘The Chief-Justice answered — 
‘© that was al the lattcr part of the trial, and 1 shall cowe to that 
presenvy!” But in the mean time, the mistake would have had 
ils effect. 

Fourthly, the Chief Justice said that Sir Charles Wolseley was 
present when Harrison said “rebellion became almost a duty !" 
and heard il without contradiction! Sir Charles, replied ** J did not 
hear them ; and it is in evidence that Iwas mot present!” And his 
Chief-justiceship ‘* begged pardon for the mistake; and allowed Sir 
Charles was correct, as he had not arrived at the mecting when 
the words were uttered ; We shall cease to pursue this amphi- 
bious animal further at present. We have given asufiicient clue 
to follow him through ail his windings. 

But before we finally conclude this article, we must point out 
one species of evidence, which has not disgraced a British Court of 
Judicature, since Algernon Sydney was Murpveeep in due form of 
Jaw! In that case, his own papers, plundered from his closet, were 
put in evidence against him. And against Sir Charles Wolseley 
was pul in evidence a letter of Mr. Harrison to Messrs, Baguley, 
Drummond, and Johnson, prisoners in Chester Gaol, of w hich t Me 
post office must have been literadly robbed, by whom we kuow not. 
We startled froin the oneal to put it in evidence with absolute 
horror. All the horrid and mean. practices of the inquisition 
started to our recollection, and we shuddered at the degradation 
of a British Court of Justice. We did, indeed, expect that the 
presiding Judge would have shared our surprise, and participated 
in our horror—that he would have indignantly repelled such 
evidence, and reprobated the despicable meanness, and abominable 
atrocity of such a proceeding. We did expect that he would have 
chastised the audacity of the Attorney-General in terms becoming 
the insulted dignity ofa British Judge. But we were lamentably 
deceived : and if possible still more deceived in the tameness of 
the counsel for Sir Charles Wolseley, in permitting the trial to pro- 
ceed, with this violation of law, this outrage of justice, this libel 
on all common sense. ‘The character of the letter is not. in ques- 
tion. It proves nothing ; and was merely introduced to prejudice 
the case, by pointing out Mr. Harrison 2s the fricad of the pri- 
soners, and by implication to shew that Sir Charles also was in 
communication with all partics. The stupidity of Cheshire is 
proverbial, or the trick could not have beea expected to produce 
any effect. But it is the mode of obtaining this letter that we 
condemn. the sentence of Johnston, Bayeuley, and Drammond, 

was not that they should be robsed of ! their Ieflers. The plea for 
the robbery, was, that they had miéscanducted the:nscives very 
grossly ; than which a more paitry plea for meanness and despotism 
was never yet invented ; except at Manchester, where the people 
were cut to pieces because they might do wrong. People miscen- 
duct themselves in a prison! W hy we shall have our criminals 
drawn and quartered, for behaving with conlumacy daring execu 
tion! The facts of the case, we are informed, are these, ” Messrs: 
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Tohnson, Bagguley, and Drummond objected to wearing the prison 

uniform, to which they had aright to object, as it formed uo part 

of their sentence lo be insulted, as well as punished. They could 

tind clothes for themselves, and they did not wish to wear the 

badge of their keepers. . A confinement of two years, they were 

seutenced to endure, but their keeper was not authorised to do 

more than to keep them in safe custody. The time of their release 

now approaches fast, and we trust the first act of their enlarge- 

ment, will be to bring an action for damages against the officious 

minion of authority, to whose charge they have been confided ; 
and who has dared to insult and to punish those whom he wis only 
directed to confine. No help of ours shall be wanting, to bring the 
lower ruffians of the system to a sense of their despicable littleness. 
We have not, however, yet stated all the facts. The refusal to 
put oa the eaol dress was answered with the greatest brutality. It 
was forced on them, and they were put in nEeAvy irons for their 
resistance. In vuirse rrons, we believe rn£eyY yer RemMaIn! One 
would think this brutality enough. But in addition to this, they 
WAVE BEEN ROSLED OF THEIR LETTERS, and the letters are pro- 
duced in a Court of Justice, by those who ought to be transported 
for the felony, to criminate a third party, besides the writer! It 
was unblushinely avowed that the sanctity of the public faith, 
which was pledged for the security of letters was violated, and the 
stolen property produced, and admitted by the Judge, withouta 
word of comment or remark. A friend to Reform was to be con- 
victed: aud robbery became a virtue when it furnished even a pre- 
judice against him! Away then with ali delusion of ourselves or 
others! Away with all hopes from the law, with all reliance 
on the justice of our cause! What remains for us, but the bleat- 
ing of the sheep, while the executioner is ready to add us to the 
list of victims? Is it upon such measures our enemies calculate 
for the restoration of order, confidence, and repose? If it be, the 
national ruin wil! furnish them with an early answer, should the 
national spirit be entirely crushed. Our system cannot live without 
its financial food; and the means devised to destroy the liberty, 
must also destroy the resources of the nation: and the ruin in 
which it is sought to implicate the friends of Reform, will fall ia- 
discriminately upon all. 





——\ —— 


ALDERMANIC PIETY. 


Mr. Epitor, 

In this age of pure morality, and unviolated piety, 
what think you of a sapient London Alderman (residing not 
one hundred miles from Little Britain) being seen yesterday 
(SUNDAY) afternoon, washing his dog in the New River, in the 
very teeth of the prohibitory notice boards:—why sleeps the 
vigilance of the Society for the Suppression of Vice. Yours, 


April 17, 1820, FIARRY HIN’. 








339 THE BLACK DWARF. 


TO THE EDITOR. 





SIR, 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Marck 25, 1820, 

The breve achievments of the Manchester yeomanry on the 
glorious 16th of August, and the high approbation which their 
patriotic services received, has aroused, among a certain class 
in these parts, a noble spirit of rivalship. In the hey-day of 
this fecling, it was proposed to raise a formidable batialion 
consisting of twelve companies. But, alas! the age of chivalry 
is gone; for neither terror nor influence combined coutd pro- 
duce any thing better than an awkward square of about eighty 
bodies (it is not ascertained whether they possess souls) and who 
have modestly called themselves tirailleurs, or bad marksmen. 
Butthen they are commanded by the renowned Archibald Reed, 
Fsy., Mayor, who is an host in himself, and who, if he is not 
shot proof, is at least endowed, like the Highland Bards, with 
the second sight, for he sees what nobody else can perceive ; 
wituess his famous letter to Lord Sidmouth. 

Charles Brandling, Esq. of Gosforth, the Sir Robert Curtis 
of Northumberland, and now the representative of his Grace 
the Duke of Northumberland, has likewise raised a corps of 
Yeomanry Cailvalry, which is now here on permanent duty. 
Yesterday they received their standard, when their gallant 
commander addressed them in a strain of the most impassion- 
ed and unrivalled eloquence. 


Speech addressed to the PiTT-MEN Yeomanry Cavalry } 


C— B.-- their Licut.-Colonel, on receiving their Standard 
at Gotham. 


Renowned and tavincible warriors! iu the awful hour of 
danger ye will rally round this pretty standard, which I assure 
you ou the honour of an M, P. are ultra alarmists, and a ba- 
yonet in expectation, is made of the finest materials, and has 
now been presented to vou by the hand of as silent and timo- 
rous a lady as ever graced the ball room of Gotham! 

Yeomanry! already are ye nnmorialized. Those amongst 
ve that are honoured with horses, have gallantly appeared on 
their backs, and even the humble tirailleurs have patiently 
trudged on foot, to seek the road to glory, in weather the most 
frosty and severe. Yes! ve have gained battles in imagination, 
charged the defenceless Radicals over my wine; and, ye brave 
“ dismounted cavalry” have fearlessly bayoneted them while 
swilling-dewn “ Noodles” rum-punch. Animated by the spint 
of the inodern yeomanry, ye have also devoured with the most 
astonishing activity, viauds which ve never bought in nobie de- 
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fiance of surfeds aid apoplexy. “Troops of ehurch and king ! 
Gur well-bred sneaking tools of despotism are alone capable of 
such exertions as these. 

But, Yeomanry! notwithstanding these mighty deeds, it is 
necdiess to diss emble that ye have achieved nothing, since ye 
have not, Iie the brave conquerors of Peierloo, fleshed your 
virgin swords iu the bodies of neither men, women, nor ‘chil- 
crea. But { doubt not ye all burn with inconceivable ardour 
to emulate our brothers in arms, and to enjoy the exu!tation 
suid tviumph of stealing upon our unarmed and unsuspecting 
neighbours, and giving * them a terrible specimen of cur prowess 

and hatred to patriotism. Then would your brows he encircled 
with laurels which even the mighty Lucifer would envy—then 
would tke sons of corruption be filled with joy unspeakable— 
then would our glory be corsummated. 

Three millions of men have bit the dust in support of the le- 
gitimacy of the Bourbons—dare any say this was not glorious ? 

‘Lwelve millions of mothers, widows, and orphans, have lameut- 
ei the loss of their sons, husbands, and fathers, Is any so 
foolish as to compassionate them? During this holy crusade, 
one thousand two hundred and fifty millions stirling was raised 
by taxes, and four hundred and fifty millions sterling was bor- 
rowed and expended—-will any presunie to question this po- 

iicy? The annual taxes has been increased twenty millions— 
are any so bold as to condemn this?) Phe Corn Bill costs the 
country thirty miilions yearly, which our Jandlords pocket--- 
svill any have the temerity tv grumble at this wise enactment ? 
lfany man speak he is a rattical—and, if a radical, an outlaw-— 
‘curse such disaffected people my merry men---ye are equippod 
for this purpose---if they ask for more liberty they shall have 
less---if they are igeorantly impatient under ‘the load of taxa- 
lion they shall have more---if they petition for Justice ye will 
teach them subordination. ‘This, my wise friends, is the end 
and aim of our association. Swear that ye will accomplish it. 

En! ightened yeomen, listen not to reason or ye are van- 
quistied---could we have appealed to argument we would not 


hats appealed to arms: nor would ye have dazzled the eyes 


of ihe ladies, with the attracting glare of your tissue trappings, 


neitlier would my greet heart have beat high with martial ar- 


dour, when I behold your tufts of horse-bair gaily fluttering in 
the wind, 


Companions in arms! Vanquishers of the phantom of a 


100,000 radical pikemen! our enemies are not yet exterminated. 
The s spirit of impiety and rebellion still rages in a neighbouring 
county. tncontempt of clerical injunctions—in defiance of 
aristocratical vengeance—in despite of the most selemn injune- 
ONS in opposition to ministerial interests——and in utter dis- 
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regard for our holy altars, the reformers have insultingly 
returned Mr, Lambton, to the immaculate House of Commons. 
Oh! tell it not at the Treasury! Publish it not in the streets 
of Brighton, that Lambton, the advocate of the radicals (who 
by the bye ought all to be hanged or incarcerated) the scoffer 
of our fears, and the exposer of our official reports, should 
represent the holy, and till lately, the loyal county of Durham. 
If ye suffer such insults to go unpunished, your honour and 
your glory are lost for ever; and ye are henceforth unworthy of 
my smiles, my favour, my beef, or my wine. 

Noble yeomen! aveid thinking. Shun argument, and brave 
the ridicule of your neighbours. Divest yourselves of the feel- 
ings of freemen. Trample boldly on the rights purchased by 
the blood of your forefathers. Curse fiercely the radical spirit 
of the Spanish soldiery. Imitate the yeomanry of Arrogan and 
of Manchester. And, while stalking over the ruins of our 
country, we will join with priests, placemen, pensioners and 
taxgatherers in rejoicing at the desolation we have made. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 


i otenteenetiiaeaiienail 


Any communications from Mr. Haynes will be acceptable. 


The lines on ‘* Poor Sinithers’? had merit enough to challenge 
insertion; but the Editor does not approve of jesting with death 
under any circumstances. ‘fhe copy was destroyed. 


The Editor has not had time to read the letter from the author 
of the New System of Finance and Suffrage. 


Several pamphlets forwarded to the Editor will be perused, and 
noticed in future numbers. 


We are sorry to find ‘John Duhomel of Hall’ but a man of 
straw, a shadow of something that does not like toappear. Our 
enquiries have demonstrated that we have nothing to retrench 
from our previous statement relative to the Hull Electon, The 
praise of Mr. Graham would be ridiculous. He said he did not 
want a seat: and hisculogist says he might have had one for Hull, 
free of expence. And this is proved by the gentleman’s declining 
to meet his friends who were so anxious lo returu him for nothing, 
and going to Cornwall to intrigue for the honour of representing 
a rotten borough! The resuit of the intrigue we shall not examine 
at present, The remainder of the communication does not bear 
upon the question, which is this—‘* was access to the hustings de- 
nied to the freemen, during the last election?” This is stated 
upon too many authorilies, to permit the Editor to doubt it fora 
moment. And this fact established, how can the election be legal ? 
With Mr, Sykes’s popularity, or merits, the Editor has nothing to 
do; nor with the demerits or unpopularity of Mr. Mitchel; — 
though the writer is duubiless correct upon boih these points 
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PRESENT OF A GOLD MEDAL ‘TO MR. HUNT, BY 
THE FEMALE REFORMERS OF LEEDS. 


To Mr, Hunt. 
Dear SIR, 

Your speedy return to London from York, by a different 
rout from what was expected, proved to the Reformers in Leeds 
a yreat disappointment; but particularly to the female Refor- 
ners, who had indulged the pleasing idea of presenting you in 
person with this sinall token of their respect, which they now 
send as a pledge of their gratitude, for the important services 
you have already rendered your country, in the cause of free- 
dom, by your manly aad intrepid conduct, in tearing the mask 
from the face of corruption, end exhibiting in its true colours, 
the tyranny of a borcugh-mongering oligarchy. And although 
by the verdict of a packed jury, you are not announced to the 
world as completely triumphant, yet are the friends of freedom 
well convinced, that in the public mind you are considered as 
such. 

Your acknowledging the receipt of this, either by letter or 
in the Black Dwart, will highly gratify your numerous female 
friends, cn behaif of whom I subseribe myself, 

Yours, with ail due respect, 
JANE WARD. 

Leeds, April:2, 1820. 


ee 


A handsome Gold Medal. pendant from a Geld Chain, with 
the following Inscriptions: 


A TOKEN OF RESPECT 


FROM THE 
Remale Reformers of Leeds, in Yorkshire, 
16 
HENRY HUNT, Eso. 
1820. 
{Surrounded with a Wreath of Laurels. | 
Ga the Reverse,--- 
A Cap of Liberty encircled by an Olive-branch ; 
‘To Tyrants hostile, Hunt himself has shown, 
Aud seeks fos Peace through Liberty alone. 





To the Female Reformers of Leeds. 
My beloved and tair Countrywomen, 
é accept the handsome token of your approbation and re- 
speet, with feelings of pride and of pleasure. I only lament 
‘hat | had not the opportunity of returning my grateful thanks 
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in person, upon my return from the important trial at York ; 
in fact, the unexam pled flattering reception L experienced from 
all parties as t passed through Leeds, wil be remembered by 
me with great satisfaction to the latest period of my exist ence; 
and that "alone would have been a sufficient inducement for ne 
to have repeated my visit to Leeds, on my return from York, 
had not imperious business demanded my immediate presence 
in London. I will wear the medal, not only in remembrance 
of your kindness and approbation, but it shall be a perpetual 
monitor, to keep me steady iu the straight forward open course 
that | have hitherto pursued, which appears to have secured 
me the sanction ant confidence of a brave and patient though 
suflering and persecuted people. If imy exertions should ulti- 
mately prove beneficial to my fellow-creatures, by assisting to 
rescue them from the grasp of their oppressors, an active, an 
anxious, and a laborous public life will not have been spent 
m vain, but at ail events I shall have this consolation, the 
consciousness of endcavo ouring to do good, and the satisfaction 
of knowing that you, my fair countrywomen, believe my exer- 
tious to be as sincere as they have been disinterested, 


fam, my beloved Countrywormen, 
Your grateful Friend, 


H. HUNT. 
1, Portland Street, London. 


April 17, 1820. 





a 


P:S. Tshall, agreeable to your suggestion, send iis to Mr. 
Wooler for insertion in the Black Dwart, as the best means oi 


its being universally seen and read. ‘To that Gentleman the 
Oa tA of England, Treland, and Scotland are 


an 


efernaily 1i- 
debted for his a: auky and spirited exposure ¢ of the massacre on 
the 16th of August, he being the first man in England who- 
called a public meeting to enter into subseri ptions for prosecu: 


ting the murderers; and for his able exposition of the occurren- 
ces during the trial at York. 





~ ee ee ausinseanemessintsamasiaiit, 


TO THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE CANNING. 


mee awe 


Sir,—in your pu iblish a | Spee ch, said {oO have been deliv ered 
at Liverpool; { find your great objection, to the Louse 0: 
Commons becoming the popu! lar organ, is, that it w oul (tun that 


ease, ratlow up, like Aware mn 5 Rod, the other by yy. TOT ies of the ° 


heii. And yeu ask, by what p sumption of night, tier 


er four hundred great proprietors, (ine aning thereby, | prestinss 
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the peers,) could reject an act of the whole people? Now in 
answer 10 this question, which I consider the most important in 
the said speech, I ask, is it true, as is alleged, that two or three 
hundred peers and commoners, return a majority of the com- 
mous house, as at preset constituted? And, if so, by what 
right, distinct from tyrannical usurpation, the said two or three 
hundred individuals presume, for years together, to usurp and 
exercise the entire functions of king, lords, and commons, 
against the declared sentimenfs and wishes of the disinterested 
part of the community; and in violation of every principle of 
reason, justice, and law? 

If the alternative lie as you state, but which I deny, between 
agoverument by a house of commens, thus viciously consti. 
tuted and controiled ; or by a house of commons, really and 
bona fide representing the national will; is it wonderful, think 
vou, that those who are bound by the acts; and amenable in 
their purses and persons, in all the consequences of those acts, 
should prefer the latter? 

Again you ask, to what period of our history the reformers 
would refer, for proofs of that imagivary perfectability, in our 
representative system which they so much admire, and wish to 
recur back to? Now the question impties, that in your opinion 
our elective system, is as perfect now, as at any former period 
of our history; and that, therefore, with respect to what has 
been in our system, the reformers are pursuing an ignous 
fatuus. But this question also, may be best answered, by 
asking another; and accordingly I ask you, whether there ever 
Was a period in our history, in which the right to send members 
to parliament, was conferred upon insignificant and depopulated 
places; upon places that were such, at the time they were char- 
tered ; or that writs were issued to, and chartered rights con- 
ferred upon single individuals, enabling them and their posterity 
to send members to parliament? If you answer these questions, 
as you must, in the negative; the system which forms the 
theme of your admiration and boast; is no more the original 
censtitution, than the dead carcass, the living body, or the de- 
lapidated ravages of time, upon ai ancient edifice, are the in- 
tentional defects of its original formation. . 

Is it right Gien, Sir, that the Earl of Lonsdale should retaru 
nine mensbers to the liouse of commons, to represent his indivi- 
dual interests; while he, and his members at the sane time, 
pertinactously refuse a single representative in that house, to the 
three hundred thousand inhabitants of Manchester andits neigh- 
bourhood? If you can answer satisfactorily these questions, [ 
promise you that i will take up your epimons and forego my 
own. But till then, while such anomalies extst 1 the practice 
of the constitution, it is in vain at this time of dav to talk of its 
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theoretic perfections. The people, Sir, know their tehts; this 
knowledge has been taught them by severe lessons of alliction, 
They find that their affairs have beeu shamefully mismanaged, 
their substance wasted, their confidence abused, and these Wi 
and families, reduced to wreichedness aud beagary. Is it not 
ihen natural, think you, that they should wish to have the means 
in future of preventing the recurrence of such calamities? And 
aire they to be stigmatised as enemies to their country who join 
tn that wish? While the authors cf such unheard of calamities, 

awrogate to theiseives the character of saviours of the land. 


MARCUS, 





LIST OF JURORS. 





Agreeable to the desire of several of our correspondents we 
publish the names of the Jurors on the trial of Sir F. Burdett, 
Sir C. Wolesiey, and Mr. Hunt. 


TRIAL OF SIR FL. BURDETT, AT LEICESTER, 
y JUDGE, 
Mr. Justice Best. 
SURY, 
Edward Farnham, of Quoradon, Esq. 
Henry Green, of Rolleston, Esq. 

"Thomas Wright, of Lubbenha am, Esq. 

John Hayceck, of Crosston and New vold, Esq. 
[leary Davie Coleman, of Oadby, Esq. 
Valentine Green, of Nermanton-heath, Esq. 
Frederick W. W oll aston, of Shenton, Esq. 
Clement Winstanley, of a Esq. 
brancis Forrester, af Somerby, Fsq. 

John Adams, of Loddington, Esq. 
James Pickering Ord, of West Langton, Esq 
Jol Goodacre, of Vile ‘sth rhe, Esq. 


COUNSEL FOR THE CROWN, 
Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. 
foengte sotoot 1820. 
TRIAL OF MR. HUNT AT YORK, 
JUDGE tiie, Justice Bayley, 
JURY. 
Wm. Hall, Esq. Foreman, 
Wm. Clavton, Esq. Layton, 
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Thomas Barker, Esa. 
J. Hutton, Esq. Marksee-ball, 
Wm. Selby, Esq. 
Septimus Bromley, Tuil, 
Thomas Robson, Esq. 
Tim. Hutton, Esq. Clifton, 

. Geo. Atkinson, jua. Esq. 
Geo. Beswick, Esq. 
John Chadwick, Esq. 
George Addey, Wakefield. 


CouUuNSEL FoR THe CRoWN.---Mr. Scarlett. 


Verdict, Guilty, March, 1820. 


a * 


TRIAL OF SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY, AT CHESTER, 











JUDGES. 
Mi. Chief-Justice Warren, and Mr. Serjeant Marshall. 
JURY. 
James Wylde, Esq. (Poreman.) 
James Staunton, Esa. 
Booth Grey, Esq. 
iatward Jones, isa. 
W. i. Worthington, Esq. 
J. Bayley, Esq. 
(7. Eaton, Esq. 
Wr, Worthington, Ese, 
J. Allen. 
G. Rutter. 
R. Woodtin, 
J. Banks. 


COUNSEL FOR THE crown.---Mr. Benyon, Attorney- 
General for Chester. 


Verdict.—Guilty, April, 1820. 
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TRIAL EXTRAORDINARY, 


Mr. CANNING versus THE RADICAL REFORMERS. 
—5 > 


Judge.—What complaint have you to make, Mr. Canning, 
against the men, whom I see there, behind you, looking so 
thin and pale, clothed in rags, and having pad-locks on their 
mouths and thumb-screws on their hands. 

Mr. Canning.—Oh! Don't you know them? I thovght all 
the world kiew them! They are the Radicais. 
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Sudge—Tlie Radicals, Sir! hire does that name mean? 

Mr, Canning.— Mean ! (What a fool tie ~ nist be-~ 

aside) Mean! W hy, it means every thing that is bas 

“hic e.—Indeed! But, as I am to judge between you, T wish 
to know what they have Sone. or, what they have en leneonnd 
to do, or, at least, what the profess their wish to do; he- 

cause, bv their leeds they niust be Jud lved, unless we would 
violate the fundamental principles of all righteous flaw. 

Mr. Canning.--Dosce! Gh, they are cunning dogs: they 
have done nothing yet; and as to endeavours they have dis- 
guised them also; “and for prolessions, they take care not to 
profess that which they wish to do. 

Juder,—Well, then, Sty, M hat do yon think ; what do you 
think, ‘that they wish to do, and that they would do, if they 
could? 

Mr. Canning.—Viink! T do not thins any thing at all a about 
the matter. I know that they wish, and intend, “ to destroy 
the throne,” to abolish the House of Lords,” to “ destroy ail 
property,” to, “ obliterate morals aad religion from the hearts 
of mankind,” and ....e.00 

Judge.—Stop! Step, Sir. Pray go no further; for, you 
have only to prove the first of your allegations, and, as the 
crime is high treason, you will soon be delivered of © the 
Radicals.” 

Mr. Canning.—Prove, indeed! Why, I told you, jus s{ now, 
that they were such sly dogs, and disguised their views sand 
intentions so well, that there was no getting at positive cvi- 
dence of their traitorous and diabolical intentions. 

Judge.—Likely enovgh, Mr. Canning. But, if they really 
have such intentions; and if you know it, you can, surely, pro- 
duce some circumstantial evidence of an intention, eutertained 
by so many men in such various situations In Iife. 

Mr. Canning,---Oh, yes! Circumstances enough, faith! why, 
Sir, their evil intentions are so manifest, that it has been found 
necessary to pass six acts for the purpose of defeating their in- 
tentions. In the first place, they have been forbiddes to meet 
out of doors, except in distinct parishes, and these meetings, 
were they to take place, are put under the supervision and con- 
troul of the magistrates, who may disperse the meetings at their 
pleasure; and to prevent any resistance of the will of the magis- 
irate, fine, imprisonment, transportation, or death, may, accord- 
ing to the degree of the offence, be inflicted on any persons 
attending the meetings. Then, this same law provides, that 
there shall be no meeting, even in a room, to debate or discuss 
matiers of church or state, if moncy be paid for admittance, 
unless the room be licensed by 2 magistrate ; and then he may 
attend, and if he please, take away tlie licence, 
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Judge. Did Vrightly understand you, Sir? That Englisimen 
yidy OL HOW leet evel in a room to hear SD weeches, or lectures 
on goveriment or political economy, for instance, and pay for 
their admission, without offendmg against the laws: In other 
words, that if fs now a crime, for an Enghshmanto take admis- 
sion money to 2 lecture on Loc! ke, Montesquieu, or Blackstone. 

Mr. Canning.-+-Yes, you have precisely my meaning and 

e tact. And this, LP sav, shews what a nest of rebel lious and 
‘alas Villains these Radicals are. This is, I think, circumstan- 
tial proof cnough of their wicked designs. But, if you want 
ere, look al the laws for biuding printers and publishers, for 
wbolishing cheap pul lications, Lote banishing the villains, when 
they put forth any thing even tending to bring the parliament 
into confempt. Look at these, and then doubt of their guilt if 
you can, 
~ Judge.---Excuze me, Sir, if T am not yet convinced of the 
cult of ihese men, if, in wed Tam to take the laws, passed 
against the Radicals as a proof of their guilt, | must decide that 
they are guilty, But, as £ have now heard you With patience, 
hie will have no objection, | suppose, to my ordering the pad- 
locks to be taken from the lins of those ragged, lean men, who 
seem very impatient to speak in their own cefence, as they, 
surely, have arightto do. 

Mr. Canning—What ! Take off the padlocks! Suffer them to 
iell their lies about gentlemen ae ladies, who, to uphold a 
constitution, whichis, “ the envy of surrounding nations and 
the admiration of the world,’ condescend to take certain sums, 
under the names of sinecures and pensions! Suffer them to rail 
vgainst rotten boroughs and against ail that is ancient and 
venerable! Suffer them to “ cut morals and religion from under 
the feet of future generations!” Suffer them-- 


Judge. —Geutly, Sir. You said something about rotten 
boroughs, Pray, what are those? 


Mr. Can»: ing. —W! hy (what an old fool it is---aside) they are 
the “ soundest part of the Constitution,” 

Judae.---W hat ! Can rotten boroughs be the soundest part 
of the Constitution, which is “ the envy of surrounding nations 
and the admiration of the world”? 

Mr, Canniag.---(Aside.--The fellow is a Radical himself) 
Yes they may, : and they are, and the rottener they are the better 
they are and the better I like them ; and as to unlocking the 
Jaws of the traitors, tho cry out against them, I will consent 
lo no such a thing. 

Judge.---Well, Sir, my decision, then, is this: I have heard 

tl that you have to siy against those poor men, who have 
inisery painted on their ve ry countenances. They have evinced 
a geal desire to be heard in their defence. You cannot he 
atvaid of their arms, for vou aye more than sufficiently pro- 
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tected, and they are still bound in the hands. 1 conclude, 
therefore, that you are afraid of the inpression, which the; 
defence would make upon inc; and, as you are sure, that 7 
having no private interest to thwart the dictates of my ound, 
shoald decide according to truth, your fear must arise from a 

consciousness, that the Radicals though so heavily charged. 
and so outrageously abused, have truth, reason, and justice on 
their side.---Cobbett's Register. 








SPAIN, 


Stiinta 


Oh the pride of Castilia had flitte:i away, 

Her great ones, to baseness had fallen a prey, 

And the demon of fury had fized his brand, 

And the spirit of discord liad pass’ o'er the laud ; 


Her dungeons were blood-stain’d with Liberty’s Sons ; 
Nought was heard bat the sound of the p queteers guus, 
Save the de ep mufiled drum, and the axe, and the wheek 
For her law-givers orders were written with steel; 
And instead of the thrum of the sweet-toned guitar, 
The cries of the tortured were heard from afar ; 

No silver-tongued bard lingers now in his bower, 
For science was damp’d by liquisitors’ power. 
No ties were regarded, humane or divine, 
And Truth was the victim on Bigotry’s shrine ; 
But the demon of fury has fired his brand, 
And the spirit of discord has pass’d o’er the land. 


Oh Spain, my dear country, what crime hast thou dene, 
That the stream of thy curses should flow from thy crown ? 
But theangel of Freedom his crest hath uprear’d, 

And the banner of ‘Truth on the hills hath appeared ; 

And stern retribution hath ta’en down his arms, 

And the dark soul of Ferdinand’s fill’d with alarms ; 

For the fatricide crown tvat encircled his brow 

Is placed at the feet of fair Liberty now! 

And the demon of fury has fired his brand, 

And the spirit of vengeance has passed o’er the land. 


Now grim-visaged death sits waiting for prey, 

For maiy a brave one has fall’n in the fray ; 

But happy are those, who obey Freedom’s call, 

Aud tore happy are they, in her cause w og shall fall. 


ro B. BROW GH. 
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